


 
Luke’s Jesus 
 
“[Jesus] was a poor man who brought the riches of God’s 
reign to those who needed it the most.” 



LUKE’S PROLOGUE 

1 Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly 

account of the events that have been fulfilled among 

us, 2 just as they were handed on to us by those who from 

the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the 

word, 3 I too decided, after investigating everything carefully 

from the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most 

excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the truth 

concerning the things about which you have been instructed.



LUKE’S JESUS 

+ Luke is aware of other Gospels 

+ He was not an eyewitness to 
the life of Jesus 

+ He dedicated his Gospel to 
Theophilus 

+ He writes to correct the record



WHO DOES LUKE SAY THAT I AM?



JESUS WAS… 

+ Revolutionary  

+ Liberator 

+ Hero
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JESUS WAS… 

+ Called many things by all kinds. 

+ Savior 

+ Holy One of God 

+ Great prophet 

+ The Messiah of God
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Job description for a Messiah. 

+ Jesus is baptized and then 
anointed by the Spirit. 

+ He comes to reverse the 
curse of sin and death.
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WHO DOES LUKE SAY THAT I AM?

16 When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, 
he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his 
custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the 
place where it was written: 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  
    because he has anointed me  
        to bring good news to the poor.  
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 
    and recovery of sight to the blind,  
        to let the oppressed go free,  
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Isaiah 61:1-4)



WHO DOES LUKE SAY THAT I AM?

20 And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, 
and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on 
him. 21 Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All spoke well of him 
and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his 
mouth. They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23 He said to 
them, “Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘Doctor, 
cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your 
hometown the things that we have heard you did at 
Capernaum.’” 24 And he said, “Truly I tell you, no prophet is 
accepted in the prophet’s hometown. 



WHO DOES LUKE SAY THAT I AM?

25 But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the 
time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and 
six months, and there was a severe famine over all the 
land; 26 yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a 
widow at Zarephath in Sidon. 27 There were also many 
lepers[a] in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none 
of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When 
they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage.



Blessed are the needy. 

+ Jesus found believers among the 
sick and marginalized.  

+ Promises to the poor and weak  

+ Brings warnings to the rich and 
powerful.
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Blessed are the needy 

+ Jesus warned of impending 
persecution. 

+ For the the disciples to become 
last, meant to be persecuted by 
those who are first.  

+ This rejection did not start till 
Jesus “set his face to go to 
Jerusalem.” 
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Jesus must die in Jerusalem. 

+ The “travel narrative” (Lk 10.1-19.28) 

+ This is where most of Luke’s 
unique material is found. 

+ Reminiscent of Israel’s trek to the 
promise land.  

+ Jerusalem was the final 
destination 
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Jesus must die in Jerusalem. 

+ His crucifixion… 

+ By all appearances, 
the enemy had won. 

+ But when Jesus later 
appeared to his 
disciples, he showed 
final proof of victory
—his resurrected 
body.  
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Luke’s travel narrative 

+ The inverted order of God’s heavenly 
kingdom brings disorder to earth. 

+ The climax of the upside down 
kingdom is found in Jesus on the cross. 
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THIS AGE

(never ending)THE AGE TO COME

The Cross and 
the Resurrection

The Second 
Coming

begun consummated

(passing away)

The Eschaton



Mary: My soul lifts up the Lord! 

     47 My spirit celebrates God, my Liberator!  
     48 For even though I’m God’s lowly handmaiden,  
          God has noticed me (in the best possible way). 
    From now on, 

          all generations will consider me blessed. 
    49 For the Mighty One has done great things for me;  

              holy is God’s name!


